
APPENDIX 2 

Potential cumulative implications of migration programmes 

The demographic makeup of local communities is changing rapidly and in several 

isolated, rural areas. Transport and the ability to travel to access to services may 

become an issue, especially as the needs of some communities will start to change 

– for example ability to travel to halal shops, Mosques, mental health services and 

immigration lawyers. 

More schools will need to accommodate pupils with different needs and languages 

and may ask for advice and support with this; and admissions and school transport 

may start to experience new pressures. 

Increasing levels of diversity may change the dynamics in relation to community 

cohesion and integration; and there may be a heightened need for local authorities 

and public sector organisations to play their part in fostering good relations between 

people as per the Public Sector Equality Duty. 

The customers of public services are also changing.  There may be a need to assess 

the accessibility of communications, plan and make provision for adequate 

interpretation and translation services; and support the wider workforce’s 

appreciation and understanding of different cultures.  

From an economic perspective, an influx of migrants can offer Cumbria different 

skills and experiences to help meet skills gaps. Several arrivals have successfully 

entered employment and the LEP are actively involved in the partnership response. 

However, others are reticent about entering the workplace or have mental health 

needs that mean work is not an option for them. As with the whole population, not 

moving into employment creates pressures in terms of benefits and income levels. 

Housing is also an area where demands will change. Regarding asylum 

accommodation, Serco will be looking to procure housing in the county. Ukraine 

families, on leaving their hosts accommodation, will need to secure affordable 

housing in the private rental sector and given most hosts are in affluent, rural areas 

this could mean in-county migration of families within Cumbria.  

From a public health perspective, we see different expectations and choices as well 

from the migrant population especially in relation to diet, smoking and vaccinations.  

Approaches to childcare, safeguarding, relationships and family life are diverse as 

well.  

The third sector are also currently experiencing high demand for support across all 

groups – asylum seekers, refugees, and evacuees. Their work is critical to manage 

demand for more acute services, however their resilience and capacity is a concern. 

Small voluntary and community groups are also mobilising in response to the 

Ukraine situation – for example groups of hosts that are keen to support each other 

and existing Ukraine networks that wish to provide support.  

 


